
 

Gun Owners, NRA Members, and Common Sense Gun Laws: 
2009 Illinois and National Polling Results 

 
 
FACT:  In Illinois and nationwide, both gun owners and NRA members overwhelmingly support 
extending background checks for gun sales.  
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Nationwide, an overwhelming majority of 
NRA members and gun owners support 
requiring gun sellers at gun shows to 
conduct background checks on people 
buying guns.   
 
More than two thirds (69%) of NRA 
members support background checks at 
gun shows, with 44% strongly 
supporting.  

 
85% of gun owners support such a 
proposal, with 64% strongly supporting 
background checks at gun shows. 

In Illinois, where background checks 
are required at gun shows, an 
overwhelming majority of NRA 
members and gun owners support 
requiring every gun owner to undergo a 
background check, whether their gun is 
bought from a licensed gun dealer or a 
private seller.   
 
More than two thirds (70%) of NRA 
members support background checks for 
all gun sales, with 49% strongly 
supporting.  

 
79% of gun owners support such a 
proposal, with 57% strongly 
supporting. 



 
 
FACT:  Both nationally and in Illinois, gun owners and NRA members overwhelmingly support 
requiring gun owners to report lost or stolen firearms to law enforcement. 
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For more info on Illinois Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence (ICPGV): 
• Call 773-209-1002 or email info@icpgv.org. 
• Sign up for email alerts for updates on legislation and facts at www.icpgv.org. 

 
 

For more information on polling results visit: 
 “Gun Owners: NRA Gun-Owners and Non-NRA Gun Owners,” Dr. Frank Luntz and the Word Doctors for Mayors Against Illegal Guns, 
December 2009 at www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org/downloads/pdf/luntz_poll_questionnaire_and_responses.pdf 
 “2009 Voter Survey on Gun Regulations Fact Sheet,” Overbrook Research and Lake Research Partners for Illinois Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence at www.icpgv.org/icpgv_polling2009.html. 

Nationwide, an overwhelming 
majority of NRA members and gun 
owners support requiring gun owners 
to alert police if their guns are lost or 
stolen.   
  
78% of NRA members support required 
loss or theft reporting, with more than 
half (54%) strongly supporting.  

 
88% of gun owners support such a 
proposal, with 70% strongly supporting. 

In Illinois, an overwhelming majority 
of NRA members and gun owners 
support requiring gun owners to 
inform law enforcement if their guns 
are lost or stolen.   
 
Nine in ten (90%) of NRA members 
support required loss or theft reporting, 
with 75% strongly supporting.  

 
91% of gun owners support such a 
proposal, with 77% strongly 
supporting. 
 


