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ILLINOIS CAMPAIGN to
prevent GUN VIOLENCE

a project of Legal Community Against Violence

Gun Violence in lllinois

From 1999 to 2005 guns killed 8,018 lllinois residents.”

In 2005, 1,019 people died from firearm-related injuries in lllinois, 569 of which
were homicides.” ®

In 2005, African Americans were victims in 42% or 429 of firearm-related deaths in
lllinois. Of these deaths, 90% were homicides.*

In 2005, guns were used in 424 suicides in lllinois, a 10% increase from 2004. 81%
of these suicides were committed by white males.”

In Hlinois, from 1999-2005, 37 children and youth in lllinois died from unintentional
gunshot wounds.®

In 2005, 130 children aged 0-19 in lllinois were Killed by guns, 13% more deaths
from 2004. From 1999 to 2005, 1,039, children have been killed by guns in Illinois.’

The 2005 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Survey (grades 9-12) found that 5% of
Chicago high school students reported having carried a gun in the last 30 days.®

From 2002 to 2006, 687 Chicago youth were killed by guns.’
In 2005, 92% of Chicago youth killed by firearms involved handguns.™’

In 2005, firearms were the primary weapon used in violent deaths in Kane, Cook,
and Peoria counties. Firearms account for more violent deaths than all other means
combined.*

In 2005, 71% (435) of homicides and 36% (164) of suicides were committed with
firearms in Kane, Cook, and Peoria counties."”

Firearms were used as a weapon in 10 out of 14 murder-suicide incidents in Kane,
Cook, and Peoria counties in 2005, or 70% of the time. Children witnessed or were
present at eight of the 14 murder-suicide incidents, or 57% of the time."’

Gun Violence Nationwide

Firearm injuries are the second leading cause of injury-related deaths nationwide,
surpassed only by motor vehicle injuries.””

In 2005, 30,694 Americans were Killed with firearms — in homicides, suicides and
unintentional shootings. The number of gun deaths has increased by 6% since
1999.%°

In 2005, 69,825 Americans were treated in hospital emergency departments for non-
fatal gunshot wounds.*®

Children and young people under the age of 25 constituted over 40% of all firearm
deaths and injuries in 2001."’



e Every day in the U.S., guns cause the deaths of 20 children and young people under
the age of 25."°

e In 2007, 35% of teens nationwide reported that they knew someone who had been
shot. **

e Last year, 56% of teens nationwide reported that they believe the government
wouldn’t care if they were a victim of gun violence.”’

e The overall firearm-related death rate among U.S. children under age 15 is nearly 12
times higher than it is in 25 other industrialized nations combined.”"

e African Americans make up 13% of the U.S. population,”” but in 2001 suffered
almost 25% of all firearm deaths — and 52% of all firearm homicides.”*

e Firearm homicide is the leading cause of injury-related death for African Americans
ages 15-34.”"

e White males, accounted for about 40% of the U.S. population,”” and 80% of firearm
suicides in 2001.7°

e Once all the direct and indirect medical, legal and societal costs are factored
together, the annual cost of gun violence in America amounts to $100 billion.”’

e States with higher rates of household gun ownership have significantly higher
homicide victimization rates for men, women and children.””

e Homicides and aggravated assault with a firearm both increased by 10% from 2004
to 2006.”
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